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Wanda Czelkowska (1930, Brest, Belarus — 2021, Warsaw, Poland) was a key figure of the Polish
avant-garde. She studied sculpture at the Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow between 1949 and
1954, at a time when socialist realism was the prevailing artistic doctrine. Czetkowska was a
member of the seminal Second Krakéw Group (1968-1982), whose other members included
Tadeusz Kantor, Erna Rosenstein, Maria Jarema, and Maria Pininiska-Beres. In 1963, she
participated in the IIT Biennale de Paris, where she resided with Alina Szapocznikow and
Roman Cieslewicz until her departure for a cultural fellowship in Rome.

Her oeuvre was defined by an investigation of the limits of different artistic forms and
disciplines, encompassing sculpture, installation, painting, drawing, and photography. She
placed particular emphasis on the intellectual and analytical dimensions of the artistic process.
Thus, the central motif in Czetkowska's work was the head, initially reflecting the stylistic
conventions of Etruscan sculpture and later developing into an abstract form in her remarkable
Heads series. From the 1970s, her work moved towards conceptual realisations, of which 7able
(1968-1971) and Absolute Elimination of Sculpture as a Notion of Shape (1972) are the most
significant examples. In 1972, Czetkowska was invited to Edinburgh by Richard Demarco to
participate in the exhibition Atelier '72. Due to technical difficulties, she presented Conceptual
Information about the "Iable'. In lieu of an actual installation, the artist situated the plaster heads
directly on the ground between two panels, illustrating the initial concept of the piece.

Despite her pioneering body of work, Czetkowska's oeuvre remained underrecognized for much
of her career, gaining wider recognition only in her later years. In 2016, the National Museum
in Warsaw organised a comprehensive exhibition of her work, entitled Retrospection, which was
followed by an international symposium. In 2023, her first major retrospective outside Poland,
Art Is Not Rest, was held at the Muzeum Susch in Switzerland.

Her works are part of numerous institutional collections, including the Museum of Modern Art
in Warsaw, the National Museum in Krakow, the Silesian Museum in Katowice, the Centre of
Polish Sculpture in Oronsko, and the Zamoyski Museum in Koztowka.
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